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Providing a Positive Message for the Community . . .

Much has happened in the world since the first issue of Bee Local—The Neighborhood Buzz.
A global pandemic, businesses and schools closed, millions unemployed, young and old
demonstrating for long-overdue change, and a feeling of both despair and hope. It can be
challenging to stay positive in such trying times, but a positive message is what our communities
need right now. Here are some things that give us hope.
Our technology is serving us well in this crisis. With Zoom meetings, virtual schooling, and telemed appointments, we are doing what we need to do. And although weddings, graduations, bar
and bat mitzvahs, confirmations, and other important functions were canceled, we found ways to
celebrate with intimate at-home ceremonies or Zoomed celebrations with many virtual guests,
drive-by motorcades, and posted signs.
Essential workers went to work each day, risking exposure to COVID-19, so that the community
could stay safe and healthy. Governor Andrew M. Cuomo provided compassionate and
pragmatic leadership. His daily briefings, with PowerPoints full of charts, facts, and advice, as
well his personal stories (meatballs and boyfriends) were a source of truth and, importantly,
comfort. Under his responsible leadership, New York was quick to close down, pull together the
public and private hospital system, and monitor the health of its residents. New York is now
testing more people than any country, let alone any state, our hospitalizations are stable, and we
have the lowest rate of transmission in the country. Not only have we flattened the curve, but we
have bent it—down to an infection rate that is below 1 percent.
The Rivertowns, like the rest of New York, were greatly affected by the COVID-19 outbreak.
Members of my ambulance corps, Ardsley-Secor Volunteer Ambulance Corps (ASVAC),
had to overcome their concerns about their own health to respond to calls for potentially
COVID-19–infected community members. I was concerned as well, but I wanted to do
whatever I could, and I responded to as many ambulance calls as possible, particularly because
these individuals are members of our community. With the proper use of personal protective
equipment (PPE), consistent cleaning and disinfecting of the ambulance, and, most of all, strong
leadership by its officers, ASVAC persevered through this storm as will the Rivertowns.
Wearing a mask in public, maintaining social distance, and consistently washing our hands have
become an important part of our new daily routines. It is vital that, as a community, we remain
vigilant in keeping COVID-19 under control. There is, however, a positive takeaway from the
COVID-19 pandemic: It showed how our communities are interconnected and how important
it is to work together for the common good and to stay positive.
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In the words of our governor, let’s stay New York Tough: Smart, United, Disciplined, and
Loving.
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f the five Rivertowns
within the Town of
Greenburgh, Ardsley
is the farthest from the
Hudson River and the
smallest, with about 4,500
residents over more than one
square mile. The village’s
small size belies its big-hearted
sense of community marked
by inclusivity and
volunteerism.
THE EARLY DAYS

Originally called Ashford, as
early as 1841, the village later
became known as Ardsley
with the establishment of its
post office in 1883. The name
change came about because
there was already an Ashford
Post Office in New York
State. According to local lore,
Ardsley took its new name
from Ardsley Towers, the
estate of Cyrus West Field, of
Atlantic telegraph cable fame,
which extended to the Sprain
Brook.
Ashford Avenue, the
major thoroughfare, was once
simply called the road to
Dobbs Ferry. It developed
from a Native American trail
that connected the Hudson
River with Long Island Sound.
Summer 2020 / Bee Local / 5
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McDowell Park

Ardsley Fire Department

DeCicco & Sons - Ardsley
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ARDSLEY
VILLAGE FACTS
Incorporated
Mayor

Population
Median Age
Density
Land
Elevation
Schools

1896

Hon. Nancy Kaboolian
Mayor
Hon. Andy DiJusto
Deputy Mayor/Trustee
4,589
48.3
3,486 per square mile
1.32 square miles

210 feet
Concord Road
Elementary School
Ardsley Middle School
Ardsley High School
Lyceum Kennedy French
American School (private)

Attractions Revolutionary War
Heritage Trail
South County Trailway
V.E. Macy Park
Louis M. Pascone Park

Riviera Bakehouse

Firefighter Memorial

The other major route that expanded
from the community’s earliest days is Saw
Mill River Road or Route 9A. Ardsley’s
early inhabitants were Weckquaesgeek
members of the Mohican tribe who
discovered good hunting ground in the
area. American Indian artifacts were
discovered during the construction of
Ardsley Middle School in 1968.
Colonial settlement followed with
farms and businesses, including village
blacksmiths and a sawmill and gristmill
along the Saw Mill River. Three pickle
farms operated in the mid-nineteenth
century. The Putnam Railroad came
through in the late nineteenth century
helping to take Ardsley from a farming
community to a suburb. A post-World
War II building boom established the
village as a commuter belt of New York
City.
CHANGES
Historic and transformative events
affected the landscape of Ardsley. In the
summer of 1781, some 9,000
Revolutionary War troops encamped on
the rolling farmlands that stretched from
Dobbs Ferry to Edgemont. Continental

(Source: City-Data.com)

Army units occupied the area around
Ardsley High School and the colonial-era
Joseph Appleby farm on Secor Road
(later the site of WFAS radio) where
remains from their camp and military
drills, including a cannon ball, have been
found. Ovens for baking bread, which
General Rochambeau’s French troops
used, have been uncovered at the nearby
Sunningdale Country Club. Revolutionary
War Heritage Trail interpretive signs
mark the route that the combined forces
took through Ardsley on their way to
victory at Yorktown, Virginia. Perhaps a
more amazing archeological find were the
bones of either a young mastodon or
woolly mammoth dug up in 1974 during
work at a property on Huntley Drive.
In 1914, fire swept through the village
center, necessitating much of it being
rebuilt. Downtown Ardsley was more
permanently altered when the Saw Mill
River Parkway and New York State
Thruway cut through the village in the
1930s and 1950s, respectively.
Longstanding buildings were demolished
or moved. Two motels opened in the
village to accommodate travelers along
the new highways, which put an end to
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ANNUAL EVENTS
• Ardsley Fire Department Carnival
• Food Truck Friday
• Ice Cream Social
• Spring Egg Hunt
• Summer Concert Series

Check the village website, www.ardsleyvillage.com,
for current information on events.

Ardsley Village Hall
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the railroad in 1958. In 1992, fire destroyed the popular Water
Wheel Inn, now the site of the Waterwheel Condominiums.
AROUND TOWN
Addyman Square has historically marked the village’s business
district. As Ardsley grew into a suburban community, and highways
bisected its downtown, shops and restaurants expanded to strip
malls along Route 9A. There are long-time favorites like Riviera
Bakehouse and newer ones like Ardsley Diner, plus several ethnic
restaurants such as Calcutta Wrap & Roll and Fiesta Mexico.
Ardsley has been home to major industries, which currently include
Acorda Therapeutics, and, for many years, the well-known Swiss
pharmaceutical company Ciba-Geigy made its American
headquarters here.
Ardsley has long appealed to families for its top-rated schools,
its easy lifestyle, and its short commute to Manhattan via car or
train. More than 30 percent of residents work in New York City. In
the past few years, young urbanites have moved to the village, where
nearly 30 percent of the population is now school-age children.
Ardsley’s village recreational programs include basketball, soccer,
and even chess. Opportunities abound to connect with nature, and
outdoor activities are afforded in local parks, with basketball and
tennis courts, and baseball fields. The South County Trailway is a
leafy and flat route for biking and walking. A popular indoor venue
is the House of Sports transformed from an old warehouse into a
120,000-square-foot sports center with basketball courts, a turf field,
and a fitness center.
Residents also have the opportunity to join several organizations
in the community. The Ardsley SAYF Coalition consists of
community members dedicated to making a difference in the lives

Renovate,
Remodel,
Revive
DoubleDiamond delivers a true
“start-to-finish” experience. From
architectural considerations, interior
design and construction, to our elite
project management and master
craftsmanship, DoubleDiamond is with
you through every step of the way.

Serving residential and commercial clients in Westchester County
and the City of New York for almost a quarter of a century

914-637-0686

rob@doublediamondonline.com

http://doublediamondonline.com

Ardsley Public Library
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NOTABLE NAMES
Frank H. Addyman
Irene Beasley
Tom Carvel
Richard Brodsky
Adolph Lewisohn
Jesse McCartney
Peter Riegert
Mark Zuckerberg

Mayor of Ardsley for whom Addyman Square is named.
Early radio personality lived in Ardsley for many years.
Founder of Carvel Ice Cream had a home in Ardsley.
Fourteen-term assemblyman graduated from
Ardsley High School.
Financier and philanthropist built Gilded Age estate
Heatherdell Farm.
Actor and singer who grew up in Ardsley.
Animal House actor graduated from Ardsley High School.
Facebook founder attended Ardsley schools.

of Ardsley’s youth. There also are the
Ardsley Garden Club, Ardsley Historical
Society, and the Ardsley Secor Volunteer
Ambulance Corps. Residents can be proud
of their efforts to maintain a green
community. In 2019, Ardsley was
designated a Clean Energy Community by
the New York State Energy Research and
Development Authority (NYSERDA),
recognizing its leadership in reducing energy
use, cutting costs, and driving clean energy
locally.
On StreetAdvisor.com, local residents

Addyman Centennial Square Clock
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describe Ardsley as “a quiet town with a
close-knit community.” Indeed, it’s a place
where neighbors even remember residents’
birthdays. In April, sanitation workers
helped Hudson, who loves garbage trucks,
celebrate his third birthday with a socially
distanced photo op. A hundredth birthday
was celebrated for life-long area resident
Aleta Reid with a motorcade held past her
house in May.
LOOKING AHEAD
Like the other Rivertowns, Ardsley has
experienced an increase in housing and
traffic. To accommodate the village’s
growth, roadways in the business district
were expanded and replacement of the
Ashford Avenue Bridge that links Ardsley
with Dobbs Ferry was completed in 2018.
Torrential rain storms have sometimes
pushed the Saw Mill River over its banks
into the village center, and efforts to contain
it have lessened flooding.
More recently, the village has embarked

World War II Roll of Honor
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on an update of its Comprehensive Plan
and is looking to develop a Local
Waterfront Revitalization Plan (LWPR).
The Comprehensive Plan is in part a
technical document that addresses various
aspects of the village such as municipal
infrastructure, transportation, land use, and
zoning, but it also will help to define the

collective vision for the community. The
LWPR is essentially a complete plan for
the village’s waterfront area along the Saw
Mill River. Both of these projects will
involve a long process, and the public will
be asked for input at workshops and
through surveys and public meetings.
Combining the best of suburbia and

nearby urban convenience, Ardsley doesn’t
have to work hard to keep its small-town
appeal. It’s dedicated to multicultural
diversity and environmental conservation,
and it has scenic appeal. In other words, it’s
a small village with a big heart!

HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS
1781
1888
1896
1912
1914
1955
1972
1985
1998
2012
2018
2020

Allied French and Colonial American troops encamp in Ardsley before marching to Yorktown, Virginia.
Explosion at a local dynamite factory rocked the village.
Village of Ardsley was incorporated.
President William Howard Taft stopped in Ardsley at Heatherdell Farm.
Fire destroyed the village square.
Ardsley section of the New York State Thruway opened.
Downtown Ardsley was flooded during Hurricane Agnes.
Ardsley was the epicenter of a 4.0 magnitude earthquake.
Ardsley Centennial Clock was dedicated on April 25 at noon.
The Wolf of Wall Street was filmed in downtown Ardsley.
Village created the Multicultural, Diversity, and Inclusion Committee.
Over 300 residents attended a peaceful rally to support long-over due change in our country.
Summer 2020 / Bee Local / 11
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Pollinator
Pathways
Giving Nature Ways to Grow
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By Patrice E. Athanasidy

Image courtesy of Kevin Blazy

L

earning about the birds and the bees
takes on a whole new meaning when
considering pollination throughout
the Hudson Valley. The Rivertowns have
many organizations that help local
municipalities and personal gardeners alike
to think about landscapes that are friendly to
native plants and pollinators of the region.
A recent blog post on the website of
Teatown Lake Reservation in Ossining
explains, “Pollinator Pathways are designed
to connect pollinator species in developed
areas with the resources they rely on to
survive. In a fragmented landscape defined
by parking lots and manicured lawns,
pollinators like hummingbirds, bees, and
butterflies can have a difficult time finding
food and shelter. By turning even the
smallest of available green spaces like flower
boxes and curb strips into native plant
gardens, communities are creating ‘stepping
stones’ for these species between larger
habitat patches.”
According to Chet Kerr, who is active in
a number of environmental groups in
Irvington, the Pollinator Pathway Project is
just one way to create a healthy environment
for pollinators across the region. “It is a
good way of engaging with people and it is
something they can do in their own yard
and community.”
Kerr, who was looking for a new project
when he retired from his law practice, began
working with the Greater Irvington Land
Trust. They created the Living Classroom
Series, which brought guest speakers to
Irvington to talk about native plants,
pollination, and more. Kerr says that he
began reaching out to the other Rivertowns
as Irvington continued to create a number
of community gardens filled with pollinator
friendly flowers and trees. “I tapped into
others already interested in the
environment. It is a good way to get people

Photos courtesy of Chet Kerr, Haven Colgate, and Demetrius Mossaidis
engaged, and the nice thing is it allows
groups with different messages to promote
their message along with pollination.”
Kerr explained that native plants and
pollinators are just the beginning of creating
a more symbiotic environment for all of the
local nature. “There is an interrelationship
between insects and what our food chain
relies on. Certain insects only reproduce on
certain plants that are native to our
community. Other plants don’t support the
biological food chain.” Kerr adds that the
community interested in caring for
pollinators is growing. When he started,
there were only five or six organizations;
now there are more than 25 active groups in
the area.
Lenore Person, who has worked with
Roots and Wings for ten years, says that the
organization has been a catalyst within the
Rivertowns for good pollination and for
spreading the word through the community.
One of their projects is The Kitchen
Garden, which is the only community
garden in Dobbs Ferry. The garden
includes individual and community spaces
that allow people to plant alone or work
with small groups. “Everyone gardens
together,” Person says. “Food from the
garden goes to the Dobbs Ferry Food
Pantry.” During the coronavirus pandemic,
the Food Pantry has gone from serving 30
families to serving 100. When gathering is
possible, the group also provides lectures on
native plants and how to create friendly
spaces for pollinators. Zoom meetings also
are available.
Person says that pollinating plants
are native to the area and, thus,
need less tending than plants and
trees that are introduced to the
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POLLINATORS &
PROGRAMS

To learn more about pollinators and programs visit the websites below.
• www.pollinator-pathway.org
• https://rootsandwingswestchester.blogspot.com
• https://www.hastingsgov.org/conservation-commission/pages/hastings-healthy-landscape-initiative
• www.teatown.org
• www.sunywcc.edu/about/npc
• www.newmoonnursery.com
• www.thepollennation.com
• www.northcreeknurseries.com
• www.izelplants.com

Irvington resident Chet Kerr
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area. She hopes that, even in this summer
with social distancing, gardening will be a
healthy activity for people. She encourages
gardeners and those who wish to begin
gardening to watch the websites for
information about opportunities to buy
native plants and seeds. She said that many
of the community gardens are always in
need of volunteers.
“The Hastings-on-Hudson’s
Conservation Commission is a municipal
advisory group that has taken action on all
manner of sustainability issues, one of
which is the Hastings Healthy Landscape
Initiative. The group is currently working
on a multi-year forest restoration project,
which includes installing deer exclosures
and replanting with native trees, forbs, and
shrubs, all of which will support local
insects,” says Haven Colgate, a member of
the organization. “We have an active
gardeners Facebook group in Hastings run
by residents, which shares gardening tips
and news.” She says they, too, are always
seeking volunteers.
“There are thousands of options of
native plants that people can pick from,”
says Demetrius Mossaidis (Mickey), who is
helping to work on a parcel renovation

near the Dobbs Ferry Metro Station.
Mossaidis, who became interested in native
plants when he became a homeowner, has
become active with many pollination
groups in the Hudson Valley. He helps
local gardeners and groups find more
economic ways to create natural native
landscapes. He has become a resource for
a number of Rivertown groups for plugs
(early stage plants) and seeds to help with
their native gardens and to make them
more economical than fully grown plants.
(See the list of native plant information in
the sidebar.)
“Patience is key, and if gardeners are
willing to wait a few seasons they will see
real change. Being willing to plant seeds in
the fall and wait for flowers sometimes a
spring or two later does take real patience,
but it is well worth the wait.”
All of the local experts agree that
creating natural environments for
pollinators helps the whole ecosystem. The
benefits can be felt from the tiniest insect
that has better food sources to the rest of
the food chain, as each level has more
natural opportunities and the world gets
prettier in the process.

Sampling Native Plants
Latin Name

Common Name

Bee
Local

Height

Amount of Sun
Needed

Soil Moisture

Sisyrinchium angustifolium
“Lucerne”

Blue-Eyed Grass

10–12 in

Full Sun to Partial Shade

Medium, Medium-Dry,
Dry

Aster Macrophyllus

Big Leaf Aster
Twilight

30–36 in

Partial Sun

Medium, Medium-Dry,
Dry

Solidago Caesia

Bluestem Goldenrod

2–3 ft

Full Sun to Partial Shade

Medium, Medium-Dry,
Dry

Penstemon calycosus

Calico Penstemon,
Smooth Beard Tongue

2–3 ft

Partial Shade

Medium, Medium-Dry

Penstemon hirsutus

Hairy Beard Tongue

18 in

Full Sun to Full Shade

Medium, Medium-Dry,
Dry

Solidago Odora

Sweet Goldenrod

2–4 ft

Full Sun to Partial Shade

Medium, Medium-Dry,
Dry

Phlox subulata Emerald Pink

Creeping Phlox
Emerald Pink

6 in

Full Sun to Partial Shade

Medium, Medium-Dry,
Dry

Phlox subulata Emerald Blue

Creeping Phlox
Emerald Blue

3–4 in

Full Sun to Partial Shade

Medium, Medium-Dry,
Dry

Schizachyrium Scoparium

Little Blue Stem

2–4 ft

Full Sun to Partial Shade

Medium, Medium-Dry,
Dry

Aster novae-angliae Purple Dome

New England Aster
Purple Dome

2 ft

Full Sun to Partial Shade

Medium, Medium-Dry,
Dry

Asclepias Tuberosa

Butterfly Milkweed

1–3 ft

Full Sun to Partial Shade

Dry

Amsonia tabernaemontana v.
salicifolia

Willowleaf Bluestar

2–3 ft

Partial Shade to Full Sun Medium-Wet, Medium

Aster ericoides

Heath AsterSnow Flurry

6–8 in

Full Sun to Partial Shade

Medium, Medium-Dry,
Dry

Coreopsis verticillata 'Zagreb'

Thread Leaf Tickseed
Zagreb

12–18 in

Full Sun

Medium, Medium-Dry,
Dry

More details about all the native plants above can be found on the New Moon Nursery website: www.newmoonnursery.com.
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THE ARMOUR-STINER (OCTAGON) HOUSE

I

ts circular form and rose color
catch the eye immediately. It’s a
house like no other on West
Clinton Avenue in Irvington, like no
other in the village itself, indeed like
no other in the world. The
nineteenth-century Amour-Stiner
(Octagon) House has been called
“lyrical,” “whimsical,” even “an
arrested carousel.” Owner and
noted preservation architect Joseph
Pell Lombardi calls the house “a
labor of love,” because his
restoration of it has spanned more
than 40 years.
ONE OF A KIND
Throughout time most residences
have had a linear form, but in 1848,
a book was published that set off
interest in the unique construction
of an eight-sided house. In The
Octagon House, A Home for All,
author and amateur architect Orson
Squire Fowler touted the advantages
of the octagon design. The easily
accessible contiguous rooms
afforded more space, greater light,
and additional views of the
surrounding grounds. Fowler built
his own massive octagon house in
the early 1850s near Fishkill, New
York. Financial panic in 1857
impeded Fowler from maintaining
the 60-room house, so he rented it
along with the surrounding 130
acres. After several owners, Fowler’s

By Henrietta Toth

house was abandoned and finally
razed ten years after Fowler’s death
in 1887.
Several hundred octagon houses
were constructed across the country
during the height of their popularity
in the mid- to late nineteenth
century. Some survive today, many
in a modernized or modified form
or incorporated into another
structure. A fixer-upper 1868
octagon house was recently listed for
sale in Copake, New York, in
Columbia County. A two-story
octagon house survives just across
the river in Montvale, New Jersey.
But the Armour-Stiner (Octagon)
House is the only domed, eightsided residence constructed after the
form of an ancient and classical
temple. It was influenced by the
1502 Tempietto in Rome, which
incorporated architectural designs
from thousands of years.
The Armour-Stiner (Octagon)
House began as a two-story house
with a flat roof that was built by
Manhattan banker Paul J. Armour
between 1858 and 1860. Second
owner Joseph H. Stiner, a
well-known tea merchant in New
York City, purchased the house in
1872. Stiner improved on the
simpler initial structure by adding
the two-story dome, observatory,
and a 56-columned verandah as well
as fancy embellishments to create a
Summer 2020 / Bee Local /17
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visually distinctive and striking house.
After Stiner sold the house in 1882, it sustained years
of disrepair while it passed through five owners, including
noted author and historian Carl Carmer. In 1976,
Carmer sold the Armour-Stiner (Octagon) House to the
National Trust for Historic Preservation. It was soon
added to the National Register of Historic Places.
Ownership by the National Trust sought to protect the
house from further neglect and to secure it for future
preservation. Proposals were then reviewed from
potential buyers who would restore and preserve it.
Lombardi’s proposal was accepted in 1978, and the
house became the first property that the National Trust
had bought and then sold to a private citizen.
A RESTORATION CHALLENGE
In 1990, the New York Times called Lombardi “an
architectural Sherlock Holmes.” Indeed, he had to do
much detective work to uncover the architectural and
historical secrets of the Armour-Stiner (Octagon) House
to aid in its restoration and conservation. Lombardi says
that the house was “marvelously intact” but that efforts to
restore it were “extraordinary and challenging.”
The key to saving the house was stabilizing the dome,
which was separating and sinking into the house. Daylight
and water streamed through openings in the dome.
Lombardi notes that the initial construction of the dome
in Stiner’s time was flawed and yet somehow it had
survived. Lombardi staked his architectural reputation
and financial resources on securing the dome, using an
untried method that, if unsuccessful, could cause the
structure to collapse. High-tension steel cables on the
exterior and interior of the dome acted like a girdle to
compress it, as turnbuckles were tightened, pulling the
dome into alignment. The three-year process culminated
with a steel band being placed behind the gutter on the
second floor, which permanently secured the dome.
Research, restoration, and preservation of the interior
were equally painstaking and time consuming. Every
facet—from painted and stenciled walls and ceilings, to
woodwork and railings, down to decorative items and
even doorknobs—were meticulously identified,
conserved, and situated to recreate the nineteenthcentury appearance. Paint analysis made it possible to
use the original 1872 colors and finishes on decorative
and structural pieces. Electrical, heating, and plumbing
work were also undertaken.
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UNIQUE FEATURES
The most unusual aspect of the interior of the house is
the layout of its rooms in a contiguous fashion inherent
in the design of its octagon shape. Light-filled rooms lead
into each other, creating the feeling of a house in motion.
On the first floor, the entry way opens into the library,
solarium, salon, kitchen, dining room, and tea room.
The master bedroom and additional bedrooms are on
the second floor, while more bedrooms and the Egyptian
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JOSEPH
PELL
LOMBARDI

Architect and
Preservationist

A native New Yorker, Lombardi spent his high
school years in Irvington before earning an
undergraduate degree in architecture and a
graduate degree in historic preservation. In
1969, Lombardi opened his architectural firm
in Manhattan to specialize in adaptive reuse,
preservation, and restoration. He has worked
on hundreds of projects all over the world. In
Manhattan, Lombardi has converted more
than 300 commercial buildings into residences.
Lombardi adapted the Liberty Tower, an early
twentieth-century skyscraper, for residential
use in 1978, bringing residential housing to
lower New York City. On weekends,
Lombardi focuses on his personal preservation
projects that include a 1940s stone lodge in
Cold Spring, New York; an 1850s Greek
Revival parsonage in Peru, Vermont; and a
medieval château in central France.
www.josephpelllombardi.com

Revival Room round out the third floor. Bathrooms
on the second and third floors have nineteenthcentury toilets and tubs original to the house. The
top floor holds the dance room with a staircase to
the observatory. The full basement, which was lately
conserved, includes a service kitchen, pantry, wine
room, laundry, and a billiard room.
All rooms, except the Egyptian Revival Room,
are decorated in a neo-Roman motif that
complements the house’s exterior resemblance to a
Roman temple. This has earned the Armor-Stiner
(Octagon) House the distinction of being the
country’s finest example of a neo-Roman interior.
The brass doorknobs have the likeness of a
helmeted Roman soldier, while the gas light fixtures
display scenes of toga-clad figures and charioteers.
Even the dining room silverware from 1868
incorporates the helmeted Roman soldier. The
nature-inspired motif of an Eastern Elk appears on
lamp shades, sconces, and towel racks in the master
bed and bath as well as outside on the weathervane.
Much of the original and elaborate period
furniture has been reinstalled in its earlier location.
The John P. Cunningham family, who owned the
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property from 1941 to 1946, took the pieces with them
when they sold the house to Carl Carmer but later
willed them back to the house with a codicil that they
remain there forever. Carpet and rugs, laid precisely in
their 1872 location, reflect patterns of the late
nineteenth century and match the color scheme of the
walls and ornamentation.
Outside, the multicolored paint scheme enhances
and romanticizes the classic lines of the house. Rose is
the primary color with red, blue, gray, tan, and violet.
The slate roof encompasses those colors too and is
topped with a delicate-looking cupola.
An especially endearing feature remains as a
palpable reminder of Stiner’s time at the house. The
likeness of Stiner’s dog, Prince, an English White
Terrier, is cast into the iron center medallion of each
section along the verandah.
A MOST UNUSUAL ROOM
A more recent conservation challenge was undertaken
by Lombardi’s son, Michael Hall Lombardi, beginning
in 2011. He researched and restored the Egyptian
Revival Room, the only residential one still existing in
the country. Its original furnishings and ornamentation
were installed by Stiner in the late 1870s.
The Egyptian Revival Period first gained popularity
in Europe and America during the early nineteenth
century, following Napoleon’s campaign in Egypt. It
brought about awareness of this ancient culture and
inspired Egyptian motifs in architecture, furniture, and
decorative arts. It was marked by Egyptian forms,
symbols, geometric patterns, and scenes that offered an
unusual alternative to traditional home décor. A second
wave of the Egyptian Revival style ensued in America in
about 1870 as archeological excavations sparked
renewed interest in other cultures.
The Egyptian Revival Room of the Armour-Stiner
(Octagon) House boasts a painted frieze, running along
the perimeter of the room that depicts scenes of early
Egyptians preparing to travel to and arriving in the
afterlife by boat. The heavily decorated ceiling of gold
stars on a blue sky recalls the heavens depicted in
Egyptian temples and tombs.
In a curious stroke of luck, Stiner’s three-piece
Egyptian Revival parlor suite, with his name inscribed
on the frame, was found at auction in 2008. It had been
crafted in New York City by Pottier & Stymus,
prominent producers of furniture in the late nineteenth
century. Jessica Hale Lombardi, Michael’s wife,
researched the design of the needlepoint upholstery to
restore the furniture in a rich blue with gold and rose
tones. Another rare piece is an Egyptian Revival piano
from the 1870s tucked into a corner alcove.
AROUND THE GROUNDS
Over the years, the grounds had overgrown their initial
design. Restoration to their nineteenth-century
20 / Bee Local / Summer 2020
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appearance also took some sleuthing. Early
photographs and analysis of roots and plant beds
helped to determine the original placement of
ornamental trees and formal gardens. Today,
Kentucky Coffee, Japanese Maple, and Norway
Spruce trees once again rise above the lush
landscape that includes the Foxglove Garden.
Octagonal in shape and matching the size of the
house, the elegant Foxglove Garden has continuous
blooming foxglove perennials amid shrubs and rose
standards. The influence of early nineteenth-century
noted landscape architect Andrew Jackson Downing
is evident in the garden and lawn that are
deliberately designed to appear as if they are natural
to the land.
Several outbuildings carry the same multicolored
scheme as the house and include a restored orientalstyle octagon well house. A fire in the 1940s
destroyed the original carriage house and tool shed,
which were reconstructed on their original spot in
the 1990s. The reconstructed artist’s studio has
windows patterned after the studio of Hudson River
School painter Thomas Cole at his home Cedar
Grove in Catskill, New York. The most distinctive
outbuilding is an early Lord & Burnham greenhouse
salvaged from a Philadelphia-area estate. It was
assembled on the same location as the original in
2016. Lord & Burnham was once the country’s
premier designer and producer of greenhouses and
was based in Irvington.
A STEP INTO THE GILDED AGE
Visiting the Armour-Stiner (Octagon) House is so
like stepping into the late nineteenth century that
Joseph H. Stiner would recognize his old home and
gardens. Modern amenities and technology do not
intrude on the historic presentation of the Stiner era
of 1872. The house is still a private residence, but its
owner and its preservationists began sharing its
unusual features in 2019 in hour-long tours.
Preservation of the Armour-Stiner (Octagon) House
is an ongoing effort, and Lombardi says, “The
maxim of the restoration continues to be to not
remove all traces of age, but to hold together the
fragile exotic beauty of this lyrical structure.”
The Armour-Stiner (Octagon) House preserves
a style of construction that, for a short time,
captured the interest and imagination of people who
sought a residence to delight and surprise both
occupants and visitors. For the Rivertowns, and
Irvington especially, the restoration and long-term
survival of this gem of a house remains a tangible
reminder of the area’s storied past when
architectural masterpieces, now mostly vanished,
once graced the riverbanks.

TOURS
AND
TICKETS
The Armour-Stiner (Octagon) House
45 West Clinton Avenue
Irvington, NY 10533
(914) 817-5763
Email: info@armourstiner.com
Facebook: @TheArmourStinerOctagonHouse
Instagram: @armourstiner
ShowClix: showclix.com/event/armour-stiner
Website: https://www.armourstiner.com
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stay•ca•tion
[ stey-key-shuhn ]
noun

1) informal holiday in
which leisure activities
are pursued while
staying in and around
the Rivertowns
2) a vacation spent in
and around the
Rivertowns rather than
abroad, or one spent at
home and involving
day trips to some great
local attractions.
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Time to get out and go and see places!
Sometimes our desire to get out and go
makes us forget that there are places right
here in our own backyard. You don’t
have to go far to find fun and
interesting things to do. There
are many things to do and
places to see in the
Rivertowns and beyond.
And summer vacationing this
year might be a bit different. So, why
not step out into the Rivertowns and
explore? You might even find more
opportunities than what’s listed here. Just be
sure to check the location’s website for up-todate information.

By Clara Tóth, Ph.D.

Bee
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A Taste of
History
MUSEUMS
Visit Historic Hudson Valley’s
Sunnyside in Tarrytown. Take a
tour of Washington Irving’s
home and walk the picturesque
grounds. There’s even a pond
Washington Irving
and a stream to sit by and enjoy
the solitude. Take a short drive to Yonkers to enjoy the star
show at the only planetarium in Westchester County and tour
the Gilded Age mansion, Glenview. Or visit majestic
Lyndhurst, a Gothic Revival mansion designed in 1838 by
Alexander Jackson Davis. This mansion was occupied by
former New York City mayor William Paulding, merchant
George Merritt, and railroad tycoon Jay Gould and various
members of his family. If historic buildings aren’t up your
alley, purchase a daily grounds pass and roam the 67-acre
property, have a picnic on the vast lawn, enjoy a view of the
Hudson River, or, one of my favorites, sit in the fragrant rose
garden. And for dog lovers, this is one of the few places that
allow leashed dogs on their grounds.
Sunnyside
3 West Sunnyside Lane
Irvington, NY 10533
https://hudsonvalley.org/historic-sites/washington-irvingssunnyside
Hudson River Museum
511 Warburton Avenue
Yonkers, NY 10701
https://www.hrm.org
Lyndhurst
635 South Broadway
Tarrytown, NY 10591
http://lyndhurst.org
HISTORICAL SOCIETIES
Each Rivertown has its own historical society where you can
learn little known details about each village. Most of the
historical societies have either current and/or permanent
exhibits or presentations. At the Irvington Historical Society
at the McVickar House, rotating exhibits present the early
days of the village. The Hastings Historical Society’s
permanent exhibit explores the family tree of the local
Draper family of astrophotography fame. The Ardsley
Historical Society runs various programs about the village’s
history from the Ardsley Library Community Room. And the
Dobbs Ferry Historical Society offers programs at the Mead
House built in 1855.

Please join us in making our community safer for our
children and parents

Which mask do I use?
When, why and how?
Westchester and the Tri-State Area's
most trusted source for information,
products, and services related to the
coronavirus/Covid-19 pandemic
• Alcohol-based sanitizer

facility
• Best personal protective
equipment (PPE)
• Fairest prices
• Comply with the WHO and
CDC's safety standards

www.magencorona.com

MAGEN CORONA

Learn more about proper mask
and sanitizer usage
visit us online

Ardsley Historical Society
9 American Legion Drive
Ardsley, NY 10502
https://ardsleyhistoricalsociety.org
Dobbs Ferry Historical Society
12 Elm Street
Dobbs Ferry, NY 10522
http://dobbsferryhistory.org/wordpress
Hastings Historical Society
407 Broadway
Hastings-on-Hudson, NY 10706
https://hastingshistoricalsociety.org
Irvington Historical Society
131 Main Street
Irvington, NY 10533
https://www.irvingtonhistoricalsociety.org
The Historical Society, Inc.
Serving Tarrytown & Sleepy Hollow
One Grove Street
Tarrytown, NY 10591
http://www.thehistoricalsociety.net
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SELF-GUIDED WALKING
TOURS
In Hastings-on-Hudson, check out
the interpretive signs throughout
the village that mark points of
interest and provide a descriptive
history. Or walk the Croton
Aqueduct and use your phone to
follow the blog and photos on the
Friends of the Old Croton Aqueduct website. You can
walk the aqueduct trail from Yonkers to Ossining. The
photos point out memorable markers and locations to
keep you safely on the trail. Get outside your comfort zone
and travel parts of the aqueduct you haven’t yet seen.
Friends of the Old Croton Aqueduct
15 Walnut Street
Dobbs Ferry, NY 10522
https://aqueduct.org/self-guided-walks
Virtual Walking Tours
Dobbs Ferry has a virtual walkabout that takes you through
the town’s most historic sites.
https://walkabout.fm/North%20America/United%20States/
New%20York/Westchester%20County/Dobbs%20Ferry/th
ings-to-do

For
Kids

Check out Tom’s Trains in Ardsley. They have a huge
train display with mountains, parks, buildings, and people
going about their daily routines. You could easily spend an
hour just looking at the details of the display. Buy a train
set and set up your own train tracks and village in your
home for hours of fun.
Tom’s Trains
686 Saw Mill River Road
Ardsley, NY 10502
https://tomstrainsny.com

Arts, Dance, Music, and Drama
Bring out the creative side of your child by enrolling him or
her in virtual classes this summer. Or if your child is more
of a performer, check out venues for channeling his or her
voice and dramatic ability. Maybe it’s time to pick up a new
instrument or just hone current skills. There are quite a few
private instructors in the Rivertowns who teach musical
instruments and voice.
Art Academy of Westchester
Offers classes for children ages 10 and older.
145 Palisade Street, Suite 401
Dobbs Ferry, NY 10522
http://artacademyofwestchester.com/Summer_Workshops.
html
Art Xo Studio
Has art classes for young children as well as private online
art classes for any age.
9 Main Street
Irvington, NY 10533
https://www.artxostudio.com/
Broadway Training Center of Westchester
Offers workshops for Grades K–12.
10 Washington Avenue
Hastings-on-Hudson, NY 10706
https://broadwaytraining.com/classes/summer
Creative Hearts Art Program
Has classes for kids ages 3–14.
343 Broadway
Dobbs Ferry, NY 10522
http://www.creative-hearts.com/virtual-classes.html
MK Dance
Offers a variety of summer dance classes for all age groups
from toddlers to teens.
7 Farragut Avenue
Hastings-on-Hudson, NY 10706
https://mkdancellc.com/summer-classes
Scribble Art Workshop
Caters to Grades K–8.
Dobbs Ferry Studio
63 Main Street
Dobbs Ferry, NY 10522
https://scribbleartworkshop.com/summer-camp-online
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Shopping and
Dinning

Go window shopping in the Rivertowns’ business districts
and discover shops overlooked when running your daily
errands. You may be surprised at what you find.
Go on an eating tour and try different restaurants
instead of your usual places. Have breakfast in a local diner,
lunch in one Rivertown, and end the day with dinner by
sunset at a waterfront venue in another Rivertown.

Parks and Outdoor
Recreation

Visit a park you haven’t been to before and see what it has to
offer. Look for trails to walk, hike, or bike. Do some bird or
butterfly watching. Play a game of tennis or have a picnic.
Download the parks map from Westchester County Parks at
https://parks.westchestergov.com/images/stories/pdfs/2018Y
ourMpGuideWEB.pdf. This map lists 52 parks in
Westchester County and all that they have to offer—at a
glance.
Visit local parks closer to home to have some fun and
get moving. In nearby Yonkers, the Grecian-inspired
Untermeyer Park might make you think that you’re in a
foreign locale. Rockefeller State Park Preserve in
Pleasantville is a short drive from the Rivertowns and offers
beautiful walking trails including one around Swan Lake.
Travel to parts of the Rivertowns and Westchester that you
haven’t seen or didn’t even know exist. You can also try a
different vantage point by getting out on the water and
learning to kayak on the Hudson River, Croton River, or
Tarrytown Lakes.
PARKS AND TRAILS
Ardsley
https://www.ardsleyvillage.com/parks-recreation/pages/
parks-facilities
Dobbs Ferry
https://www.dobbsferry.com/recreationdepartment/pages/parks-facilities
Hastings-on-Hudson
https://www.hastingsgov.org/parks-and-recreationdepartment/pages/parks-facilities
Irvington
https://www.irvingtonny.gov/116/Parks
Tarrytown
https://www.tarrytowngov.com/recreation-department
Old Croton Aqueduct
https://aqueduct.org/self-guided-walks

BON

APPETIT

River City Grille started the culinary explosion
in Irvington in 1998. For many years, the menu
featured Eclectic American cuisine, but most
recently, Chef Bobby Manzi has gone back to his
Italian–American roots.
e current menu is relective of that. Look for
Rigatoni with Meatballs, Chicken Scarpariello,
Linguine with Shrimp & Clams and creative
Pizzette options, alongside long standing menu
favorites like the Porcini Dusted Filet Mignon
and the River City Burger.
As always, dietary constraints will be
accommodated, and our Gluten-Free guests will
have plenty to choose from.
~ Curb Side Pickup
~ Complimentary Local Delivery (including Ardsley)
~ Indoor & Outdoor Dining

Currently serving dinner nightly 5pm–8:30pm. Closed Tues. Reservations accepted
6 South Broadway, Irvington, NY 10533
Online Ordering Available!
visit https://rivercitygrille.com

914-591-2033

Rockefeller State Park Preserve
https://parks.ny.gov/PARKS/59
KAYAKING
Hudson River Recreation
https://www.kayakhudson.com/hudson-river-recreation-locations
Mountain Valley Guides
http://www.mountainvalleyguides.com/hastings

In Your
Own Home

Of course, a staycation can include your own home.
Have a campout in your backyard. Develop a new
hobby or skill. Take a virtual visit to museums,
zoos, aquariums, countries, or other points of
interest.
A staycation for part or all of the
summer has unexpected advantages. Of
course, it’s easier on the wallet. But perhaps
more important, it might help you discover
more about your hometown, connect
with neighbors, and make new friends.
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By Clara Tóth, Ph.D.

WHAT
YOU NEED
TO KNOW
ABOUT
SUNBURN
Some people are more
prone to sunburn:
Skin type determines
your susceptibility.
People with fair skin
are the most
susceptible, but anyone
can get burned.
Even without a burn,
sun exposure raises
skin cancer risk: Even
from tanning, the sun
can cause cellular
damage that can lead to
cancer.
The UV index is an
indicator of UV
levels: Solar UV
radiation varies by
geographic location,
season, time of day, and
atmospheric conditions.
The higher the UV
index, the more
protection you need
from the sun. But even
when the index is low,
the risk of sun damage
remains.
You can burn on an
overcast day: Be
careful even when the
sun isn’t shining. UV
rays can penetrate
clouds, and you can still
get sunburned.
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Don’t Get
Sunburned This
Summer

people get sunburn at the beach has more to do with
the absence of shade than it does with the reflection
of the sunlight from the water or sand. But what if
shade is not an option? The AAD recommends
dressing to protect yourself from the sun. The
American Association of Textile Chemists and
Colorists (AATC) developed a testing method for
ummer is here! And with it comes being
determining the amount of transmittance or blockage
outdoors in the sunshine. When I was a kid,
of UV through fabric. Fabrics are then rated with an
the worst thing that we worried about was the
ultraviolet protection factor (UPF). UPF labels on
pain and peeling skin following a sunburn. Today,
hats and clothing indicate what fraction of the sun’s
everyone knows that sunburns are bad for you. As a UV rays can penetrate the fabric; for example, a hat
matter of fact, it’s not just the sunburn that is
with a UPF of 50 allows just 1/50th of the UV
damaging. You can be in the sun and get skin
radiation to reach your skin. Independent research
damage without a sunburn. Excessive sun exposure
indicates, however, that regular clothing may be
can lead to sunburns, photoaging of the skin,
equally good at blocking the sun’s rays and is suitable
immunosuppression, and skin cancer. It can be
for those who don’t spend too much time in the sun
damaging to your eyes and increase your risk of
or don’t want to spend a lot of money on UPFcataracts, macular degeneration, and pterygium
labeled clothes. Clothing with very tightly knit weaves
(benign growths that can disfigure the eye).
works best, and the tightness of the weave can be
According to the American Academy of
determined by holding the material up to the light.
Dermatology (AAD), one in five people will develop Or you may want to turn your present clothing into
skin cancer in their lifetime. The worst time to be out UPF-30 clothing by adding an additive in the wash,
in the sun is between 9 am and 4 pm. Of course, it
such as Rit Sun Guard, that temporarily creates a
also happens to be the time of day when you want to barrier to the sun. As some skin is still exposed,
be outside, sitting on a beach or by the pool. So what remember to also apply sunscreen.
to do? Find shade. According to research, the reason
Sunscreens are rated according to their sun

S
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protection factor or SPF value. Simply
stated, this number indicates how much
longer a person who uses a particular
sunscreen can stay out in the sun without
getting sunburned versus someone who
does not use any sunscreen. The Skin
Cancer Foundation advises using a broadspectrum sunscreen with an SPF of 30 or
higher for extended outdoor activity, which
should be reapplied every two hours or
after swimming. Much research has shown
that most people do not apply sunscreen
properly. In fact, people usually only apply

chemicals, which can be absorbed into the
body, has demonstrated measurable blood
levels of the sunscreen’s active ingredient,
following a single application. Absorption
does not equate with being unsafe and
requires further research. Currently, the
FDA has proposed two ingredients as safe
for use in sunscreens: zinc oxide and
titanium dioxide. Two, aminobenzoic acid
(PABA) and trolamine salicylate, are
considered unsafe, and the rest require
further study to determine their safety. So,
using sunscreen and using enough of it on

WE’VE GOT YOU
COVERED

In the Rivertowns,
there are several
merchants who carry
apparel, sunscreens,
and sunglasses to help protect against sun
exposure.
APPAREL
Chelsea’s Dry Goods
2 Main Street, Hastings-on-Hudson, NY
http://www.facebook.com/chelseadrygoods
Eileen Fisher Lab
50 S. Buckhout Street, #102, Irvington, NY
http://www.eileenfisher.com
SUNGLASSES
Ardsley Eye Care
875 Saw Mill River Road, Ardsley, NY
http://www.ardsleyeyecare.com

20 percent of the required sunscreen
amount at any given time. If sunscreen is
applied correctly, one tube of the product
would last a single person approximately
five to six days at the beach. So read the
directions. The best sunscreen is the one
that you apply correctly and use every time
you are in the sun.
It’s not just ultraviolet rays that are
damaging to the skin, however. Other parts
of the light spectrum, such as visible light
and infrared light, can increase free radical
production in the skin and are responsible
for approximately 50 percent of the free
radicals formed in your skin during sun
exposure. Free-radical concentrations
above a certain threshold are just as
damaging to the skin and may result in
sunburn, immunosuppression, and skin
cancer. This means that even tanning is bad
for your skin. This is why sunscreen
development is slowly shifting to producing
products that will protect us against the
entire solar spectrum of light and not just
ultraviolet light.
Some current sunscreen ingredients,
such as oxybenzone, octocrylene, and
octinoxate, have been found in almost all
water sources. They are not easily removed
by wastewater treatment plants and are
implicated in coral reef toxicity. Recent
FDA research on the safety of these

exposed skin areas is still recommended,
but seeking shade and covering up may be
better for both the environment and your
health.
Not all aspects of being out in the sun
are bad. The sun’s UV rays are used by our
bodies to make vitamin D (needed for
calcium absorption in the body), which is
important for your bones. Exposure to
sunlight is also known to increase the level
of serotonin in the brain, which is
associated with improved mood and higher
energy. The sun is therefore an important
source of overall health and well-being.
The keys to minimizing your risk for sun
damage and skin
cancer are to limit
your exposure
to the sun
between 9 am
and 4 pm; use
broad-spectrum
sunscreen and use it
correctly; wear a
wide-brimmed hat,
sunglasses, and
loose fitting tightly
woven fabrics; and
take your own
portable shade
with you—even an
umbrella will do!

Bauer Optical Eye Care
45 Main Street, Hastings-on-Hudson, NY
http://www.baueroptical.com
Hudson River Eye Care
4 North Broadway, Tarrytown, NY
http://hudsonrivereyecare.com
Squint Optometry
68 Main Street, Irvington, NY
http://www.squintoptometry.com
Raymond Opticians
35 North Broadway, Tarrytown, NY
http://raymondopticians.com
Terri Optics
468 Broadway, Dobbs Ferry NY
https://terrioptics.com
SUNSCREEN
Apotheco Pharmacy, Westchester
104 Main Street, Irvington, NY
http://www.apothecopharmacy.com
Food for Thought
7 Spring Street, Hastings-on-Hudson, NY
http://www.foodforthoughtorganicmarket.com
Greenleaf Pharmacy
544 Warburton Ave., Hastings-on-Hudson, NY
http://www.greenleafpharmacyrx.com
Ulta Beauty
16 Lawrence Street, Dobbs Ferry, NY
http://www.ulta.com
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Meet

THE MERCHANT
By Henrietta Toth

Doreen
Bartolini

An Interview with the Owner of Ardsley Salon in
Addyman Square

Doreen Bartolini has
owned and operated
Ardsley Salon in
Addyman Square since
2012. She has more than
30 years of experience
and advances her
cosmetology education
with classes in hair
coloring, haircutting,
keratin treatments, hair
extensions, and makeup.

Jean Marie Tucci and Doreen Bartolini.
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How did you become interested in
cosmetology?
I took a summer job when I was 14 as an
assistant in a hair salon and worked for a great
company that made me fall in love with the
industry. I was very artistic and went to college
to study fine arts and after a year got my
cosmetology license. Then I finished my
business degree, all while working in the same
salon.
What led you to open Ardsley Salon?
I needed a change. I wasn’t completely happy
anymore in my industry. I felt like it was
becoming impersonal and more quantity over
quality. So it was a good time in my life to
venture out on my own and my husband was
a great supporter of my doing it.
Who makes up the team at Ardsley Salon?
Jean Marie is my salon’s manager and we
have been working together in the industry for
over 18 years.
How do you mix the small boutique feel
with the professional services you offer?
We’re a personal business to begin with, so a
hug with a hello is our normal. At the same
time, I’ve teamed up with the highest quality
professional products to give the best color
and styles.
What is a typical day, if there is one, at
Ardsley Salon?
It’s funny. I can have a day of hair extensions
or all highlights or color or all blowouts or
cutting men’s hair. There is anything but a
typical day here.

What are some customer requests or
favorite hairstyles and products?
I have clients needing to cover grey and
others wanting to dye their hair a rainbow of
colors and anything in between. Summertime
is busy with keratin treatments to soften curls
and eliminate frizz. Favorite products are
always shampoos, conditioners, and
treatments for color-treated hair.

ARDSLEY
SALON

What are the challenges and perks of
owning a salon?
The challenges are balancing work and home
life. The perks are being able to choose my
salon’s atmosphere and the services I provide
to my clientele.

Facebook: @ArdsleySalon

What is key to running a successful salon?
I believe customer service and a satisfied
client is the number one key to success, plus a
comfortable environment.
How has COVID-19 challenged you to meet
your customers’ needs?
I’ve been advising some clients, and we’ve
been keeping in touch because our
relationships are more than just about hair.
I’m excited to see my clients again but also
nervous about keeping up with the schedule,
trying to catch up. I recently completed the
Barbicide COVID-19 Certification for
infection control in a salon setting.
How do the Rivertowns affect or inspire
your business?
I think because the Rivertowns are such
walking towns, I try to draw people into the
salon by always decorating my window and
changing it up with the seasons.

467 Ashford Avenue
Ardsley, NY 10502
(914) 231-7211

Instagram: @ardsleysalon
HOURS
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

Closed
Closed
9:30am - 5pm
9:30am - 5pm
11am - 7:30pm
9:30am - 5pm
9am - 5pm

SERVICES
Treatments
Consultation
Haircuts and Styling
Hair Coloring Services
Keratin Treatments
Special Occasion Services
Waxing
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Meet the Artist

DAVID RABINOWITZ
An Interview with Photographer David Rabinowitz

David Rabinowitz is a photographer based in
Hastings-on-Hudson. Since 2016, he has
participated in the RiverArts Annual Studio
Tour. Rabinowitz discusses the development and
artistic process of his photography.

How did you get interested in photography?
My grandfather gave me a Polaroid Big Shot
instant film camera when I was 10 years old. I
loved being able to see a picture develop in front
of my eyes. In high school and college, I took
photography courses and took it up again in 2003
but this time working mainly with digital cameras.
How would you describe or categorize your
photography?
When I first started with digital cameras, I was
interested in traditional imagery such as portraits
and landscapes. As I became familiar with Adobe
Photoshop, I used it more creatively. I was
inspired by photographic artists who created
incredible worlds using parts of different images
to make their scenes. Nowadays, I create what is
called photomontage or photocollage.
How do you choose or compose your subject
matter?
Photomontage is a medley of parts of different
photographs that have been extracted from their
origins and placed into a new image. So, if I’m
creating a scene that needs a cow, I find photos
of cows. Sometimes, I just take my camera
outside and look for interesting objects to use in
my imagery, such as tree roots or a bird’s nest.
David Rabinowitz’s work can be
viewed at two online galleries:
photo.net and deviantart.com.
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How would you describe your artistic process?
I start with the equivalent of a blank canvas and
begin throwing ideas onto it. I might add a giant
pear to a scene, put a door on it, and remove it

By Henrietta Toth

because I like something else, such as a tree with
the same door, or the pear becomes someone’s
waistline or something else.

What motivates or informs your work?
Several of my images take up current political
concerns. Most of my work is surrealistic or has a
conceptual theme. I put pieces together often
without an initial idea of what I want the image to
look like.
Which photographers and/or artists have
inspired you or informed your art?
Photographer Maggie Taylor uses old tintypes,
which she scans and paints digitally. She extracts
people and animals from these images digitally
and places them in new settings. I found this
fascinating and began to collect tintypes and tried
this out. Some of my earlier work is based on her
work.
Do you have a favorite photograph that you
worked on?
There are many, including one called “Till the
End of Time”. I took a self-portrait and used
pocket-watch parts, embedding them onto my
face.
What are your long-range goals for your art?
I want to create a couple of books of my work. I
have over 400 images that I’ve worked on over
the past 10 years.
Do the Rivertowns affect or inspire your work
in any way?
The art scene does. We have many artists in the
Rivertowns. I also use some landscapes in my
work, such as Hillside Woods and Sugar Pond in
Hastings-on-Hudson.
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By Henrietta Toth

t seems reasonable to surmise that the
village of Dobbs Ferry is named after
someone called Dobbs who ran a
ferry; and, indeed, local lore and history
attest to this as fact. William Dobbs is
credited as the ferryman who began
transporting goods and people across the
Hudson River in 1730. Little is known
about William, who may have initially run
the ferry with his brother John. Their father
might have started the ferry as early as
1698.
William’s parents, John and Elizabeth,
settled in the area later named for them in
1698. They built a tenant farmhouse on the
manor of Frederick Philipse near the
current railroad station. The area was
earlier known as Wysquaqua, home to the
native Weekquaesgeeks, before being
settled by the Dutch and English.
Another branch of the family settled on
the west shore of the Hudson. The
landings on either side of the river became
known as Dobbs Ferry East (also Willow
Point) and Dobbs Ferry West (also
Sneden’s Landing). At this point north of
New York City, roads converged more
readily to the shores of the Hudson,
accommodating an easier crossing.
Communities developed from these ferry
bases with taverns at both locations. The
entire region around the eastern ferry
landing was known as Dobbs Ferry, as
Hastings and Ardsley did not yet exist.
The ferry that William operated was
most likely a periauger, a shallow, flatbottomed boat propelled by oars and sails.
William moved from Willow Point when

he inherited his father’s large house at the
corner of Walnut Street (earlier called
Water Street) and Broadway, where he ran
a tavern. William’s son, Abraham,
continued running the ferry until 1759,
when Mollie Sneden took it over. Mollie,
reportedly born as Mary Dobbs, was
William’s half-sister from their father’s
second marriage to Abigail. Mollie married
Robert Sneden, a carpenter from
Eastchester and settled in Dobbs Ferry
West, where she opened a tavern in 1756.
During the Revolutionary War, the ferry
transported local militia and troops. In
August 1781, American and French troops
that had been encamped locally were
ferried across the river to begin their march
to victory at Yorktown, Virginia. John
Adams took the ferry on his way to the
Continental Congress in Philadelphia.
Martha Washington is believed to have
crossed the Hudson at Dobbs Ferry on her
way to meet General George Washington
in Cambridge, Massachusetts. Her carriage
with four horses was ferried across upriver
to avoid British-held New York City. Two
ferries may have been used during the war;
a small ferry fit a few passengers while a
larger one accommodated troops, livestock,
and a carriage or wagon.
The Snedens ran the ferry until 1903.
Other families managed the ferry until it
was wiped out in the hurricane of 1938.
Today, a bronze plaque on a boulder
marks Willow Point and National Park
Service interpretive panels illustrate the
role of the ferry and the village in the
Revolutionary War.
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Photo courtesy of Dobbs Ferry Historical Society.

Dobbs Ferry Waterfront Park
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CREATING RADIANT YOUTHFUL
SMILES AT ANY AGE
Voted Top Dentist 2009-2020
5 Star

Reviews:

Anne S: “Dr. Strick gets five stars as an excellent dentist.
Dr. Strick and his staff are amazing and make the dental
experience enjoyable. They are professional, friendly, and
considerate of their patients’ needs. The whole family has
had their dental care provided by him for over 15 years.
If you need a dentist, this is where you should go.”
Eileen M: “I have never had a more pleasurable dental
experience. Dr. Strick goes above and beyond in every
area. From consultation to completion, Dr. Strick and
his staff absolutely excel. Professional, courteous,
warm and caring. His work is beyond exceptional.”
21st-century technology with an artistic touch
Highly personalized service
30 years experience in Cosmetic Dentistry
Our warm soothing office creates a calming ambience in dental care

Charles Strick, DDS

20 Center Street, Ardsley NY 10502

914-693-6990

www.charlesstrickdds.com

OFFERING WASH, DRY
& FOLD SERVICE
“Your time is precious.
Let us do your laundry.”

Ardsley Wash & Dry

Laundromat
914-693-4708

708 Saw Mill River Rd. Ardsley, NY 10502

Early morning, lunchtime, evening & Saturday appointments
Call for a free consultation

We Share the Pride
in Your
Ride
Wheel Alignment
Car Repairs
Tire Services

Ardsley Tire &
Auto Center

914-693-7771

700 Saw Mill River Rd.
Ardsley, NY 10502

