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Guests pick out plants, pumpkins and corn stalks for sale during the Irvington Historical Society’s benefit on Sept. 10.

Owner relocates greenhouse to landmark property

By Jackie Lupo built in 1860. The crest of the roof is
outlined by steel curlicues painted in
IRVINGTON — Using a passion for bronze-gold, echoing the metalwork
historic restoration and a talent for over the windows and chimneys of
detective work, the owner of Octagon  Octagon House, which the architect
House, preservation architect Joseph  bought in 1978 from the National
Pell Lombardi, and his son, Michael Trust for Historic Preservation.
Lombardi, reinstated a Lord & Burn- Inside the greenhouse, a brick floor
ham greenhouse on the property, cre-  laid in a herringbone pattern leads to
ating a replica of the one that origi-  an octagonal fountain with a goldfish
nally stood in the same location next  pond. Over the entry door, a carving of
to the carriage house. an Eastern elk presides, echoing the
The greenhouse on the 4-acre West  images of the elk seen on the weather-
Clinton Avenue property, unveiled vane on the main house’s dome and on
Sept. 10 at the Irvington Historical light fixtures, urns, and etched-glass
Society’s annual fundraiser, now stands  panels throughout the residence.
like a multifaceted, colorful jewel, its On Sept. 9, Joseph Lombardi, who
antique, wavy glass panes offset by lives part-time in the house and part-
paintwork in rose, gray, brown and  time in Manhattan, said the restoration
dark red to match the authentic paint  of the main house was almost complete,
colors on the main house, which was  save for some decoration in the Egypt-
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ian-Revival music room and restoration  ing the first private citizen ever to buya
of the basement-level service kitchen. house from the National Trust. He has
Guests at Saturday’s historical socil spent many times the purchase price
fundraiser had the rare opportunity to  making the house structurally and
take guided tours of the house. mechanically sound, fixing the beautiful
The National Trust had bought the  polychrome slate roof (necessitating the
house in 1976. After a series of owners  reopening of a Vermont quarry to find
who had failed to maintain it properly, the right tones of slate to match those on
the building had suffered a serious the dome), and researching and recreat-
decline both visually and structurally.  ing the original details of the house. The
The dome was in danger of collapsing,  color scheme, which the architect called
the walls leaked, and many of the origi- a “Romantic polychromatic paint
nal details had been lost over the scheme;’was determined by microscop-
decades. The National Trust decided it ically analyzing layers of paint chips. He
could not afford to restore it properly, explained that the Victorians “were wild-
and offered it for sale for $75,000,0on the ly excited about color, because [colored
condition that the new owner restore the  paint] was just recently available.” Octa-
house up to the National Trust’s exacting  gon House and its outbuildings are “as
standards. Joseph Lombardi, who grew  colorful as you can get;” he said.
up in Irvington and was familiar with
the house, rose to the challenge, becom-
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The structure was resized, and the pitch of its roof was changed, to match the site’s for-

mer greenhouse.

Greenhouse

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

Until a few years ago, he and his son
had been unable to turn their full atten-
tion to recreating outbuildings that no
longer existed. They had rebuilt the car-
riage house, which had been devastated
by fire (Michael Lombardi and his wife,
Jessica, an artist, live there, with their 7-
month-old son, Enzo).

Recreating the greenhouse, with an
actual Lord & Burnham greenhouse of
comparable size, was more of a challenge.
Lord & Burnham, established on the Irv-
ington waterfront in 1870 in buildings
that now house the public library and the
Bridge Street complex, flourished during
the age of the great estates of the Hudspn
Valley. The company grew to be the pre-
mier glasshouse manufacturer in IS\e
U.S,, and it was one of the major employ-
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ers in the Village of Irvington. The firm
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closed in 1988, but some of the green-
house product lines continue to be pro-
duced under the Lord & Burnham name
by the Under Glass Manufacturing Corp.
and Rough Brothers, Inc.

Unfortunately, no photographs or
drawings of the original greenhouse or
artist’s studio existed. The Lord & Burn-
ham archives at the New York Botanical
Garden, which might have provided clues
to the greenhouse, do not include 19th-
century structures; those plans had been
destroyed in a fire at Lord & Burnham. So
they had to use a variety of sources to
reconstruct what the greenhouse proba-
bly looked like.

Joseph Lombardi said that old surveys
of the property revealed the footprint of
the original greenhouse, potting shed,
and artist’s studio. He was determined to
find an actual, antique Lord & Burnham
lgreenhouse rather than recreating one
from scratch.

“For 30 years we searched for a Lord &
Burnham greenhouse,” he said. “We
found one in Philadelphia on an estate
that was being torn down.” The green-
house they acquired was larger than the
footprint of the original one on the site, so
it had to be resized and the pitch of the
roof had to be determined. They found
clues to what it should look like by study-
ing old photographs of the greenhouse
that existed at the neighboring Hamilton
estate, and by looking at the recent recon-
struction of the Lord & Burnham green-
house at Olana, the home of Hudson Riv-
er School artist Frederic Edwin Church in
upstate Hudson. This latest project also
included recreation of the artist’s studio, a
Lilliputian-size building painted to match
the main house, and potting shed
attached to the greenhouse, made to hold
gardening supplies and the boiler that
delivers heated water through pipes run-
ning under the greenhouse. “We have all
of the original Lord & Burnham cast iron
heating pipes,” said Michael Lombardi.
“The pieces have ‘Lord & Burnham, Irv-
ington, NY’ marked on them.”

They were able to recreate the decora-
tive lwork on the h and
artist’s studio roofs because several years
before, they found a piece of that metal
trim buried on the grounds. They first
assumed it had fallen off the house, but
there was no place that it fit, so they con-
cluded that it had come off some long-
demolished outbuilding. They had addi-
$nal metalwork manufactured to match

€ one original piece.

Joseph Lombardi said that the original
owners, who had many servants, would
have been unlikely to have spent time
repotting plants in their greenhouse, but
they would probably have enjoyed walk-
ing across the lawn on a chilly day to sitin
the warmth of the ouse, surround-
ed by fragrant lemon trees and other
plants brought inside for the winter.
Joseph Lombardi said the family plans to
use the greenhouse much as the original
owners did. “Mike will sit there with his
wife and son, sipping tea,” he said.




